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Students rotate through a variety of CRDAMC clinics and departments such as emergency services, 

pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology and family practice to gain clinical knowledge and experience. 

CRDAMC has been a training site for Physician Assistant students since the creation of the PA 

profession in the early 1970's. 

The program is the most arduous, competitive and stressful physician assistant program in the 

world, according to Clinical Coordinator Maj. Douglas Roach. It has a 20 percent attrition rate and a 

50 percent divorce rate. 

“There is so much to learn in their short time here. It really is non-stop. Students need to be 

studying four or more hours each night if they want to be more than mediocre,” said Roach, who 

has been the clinical coordinator for three years.  

This was his last class—and his best, Roach said. “They all had the discipline to study and to stay 

focused on their work. They were a tight-knit group and spurred each other on,” he added. “They 

did exactly what they were supposed to do and I know they will be excellent PAs.” 

For more information on IPAP, visit http://www.crdamc.amedd.army.mil/med-ed/ipap.aspx 


